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​From the Desk of Principal David Fordoski​

​Dear Parents and Guardians,​

​As we move into March, Ridgway Middle–High School continues to be a busy place​
​filled with academic activities, student events, performances, and preparation for spring​
​assessments. This time of year brings many opportunities for students to showcase​
​their talents while also focusing on their academic responsibilities. We appreciate your​
​continued support as we work together to help students stay engaged and successful​
​during the final months of the school year.​

​8th Grade Orientation - Scheduled for March 12th at 6:00 PM in the High School​
​Cafeteria. (See the attached documents below)​

​Potential Schedule Change for Next Year -​​9 period​​schedule with 42 minute classes​
​is being discussed. Final approval will be done at the school board meeting. Schedule​
​will be shared once approved.​

​Class Selections​​- HS class selections will be coming​​soon. We will be having an​
​informational meeting with the students on Wed. March 11th.​

​Blood Drive​​- This happened Thursday March 5th. Under​​the direction of Mrs. Grubbs,​
​our students helped to save the lives of 75 people with the amount of blood that was​
​donated.​

​Academic Focus​

​Teachers continue to emphasize strong instructional practices and preparation for​
​upcoming state assessments. April will include the administration of the​​PSSA​



​assessments​​, and May will include​​Keystone Exams​​for high school students. It is​
​important that students are present, well-rested, and ready to perform their best during​
​these testing windows.​

​Student Activities and School Events​

​March and the upcoming spring months offer a variety of opportunities for students to​
​participate in school events, performances, and service activities. We encourage​
​students to get involved and show school pride through these experiences. Our music​
​students will continue representing Ridgway through regional festivals, and our theater​
​students will showcase their hard work during the high school play later this month.​

​Preparing for the End of the School Year​

​As we look ahead to April and May, students will begin preparing for state testing, final​
​exams, and several important senior events. We encourage students to stay organized,​
​maintain consistent attendance, and continue putting forth their best effort in their​
​classes. Please make sure you are getting your community service hours completed as​
​well.​

​Important Dates to Remember​

​March 2026​

​●​ ​March 5: Blood Drive (Auditorium)​
​●​ ​March 5–6: MS Stand Tall Altoona Curve Sign-Ups​
​●​ ​March 12: 8th Grade Orientation – 6:00 PM​
​●​ ​March 19–21: PMEA Region II Band Festival​
​●​ ​March 19–22: High School Play​
​●​ ​March 20: Senior Lunch Downtown​
​●​ ​March 26: High School Assembly – 10:15–11:45 AM​
​●​ ​March 26: Junior/Senior Volleyball Game – 6:30 PM (Gym)​

​April 2026​

​●​ ​April 8: Envirothon Practice Day​
​●​ ​April 16: Senior Presentations​
​●​ ​April 16: Senior Lunch Downtown​
​●​ ​April 21–23: PSSA ELA Testing​
​●​ ​April 22: National Honor Society Ceremony – 7:00 PM​
​●​ ​April 23–25: Senior Class Trip​
​●​ ​April 28–29: PSSA Math Testing​
​●​ ​April 29: Envirothon Competition Day​



​●​ ​April 30: PSSA Science Testing​

​May 2026​

​●​ ​May 2: Prom​
​●​ ​May 4: AP Biology Exam​
​●​ ​May 6: AP Literature & Composition Exam / 5th Grade Orientation​
​●​ ​May 7: Fall Sports Sign-Ups​
​●​ ​May 11–12: Algebra Keystone Exams​
​●​ ​May 13–14: Biology Keystone Exams​
​●​ ​May 13: MS Stand Tall Altoona Curve Game​
​●​ ​May 13: Principal’s Awards – 7:00 PM​
​●​ ​May 15 & 18: Literature Keystone Exams​
​●​ ​May 15: Senior Lunch Downtown​
​●​ ​May 20: Finals – M 1 & 3​
​●​ ​May 21: Finals – W 1 & 3​
​●​ ​May 22: Finals – M 2 & 5​
​●​ ​May 26: Finals – W 2 & 5 / Seniors’ Final Day / Senior Walk at FSG​
​●​ ​May 27: Senior Grades Due at 8:00 AM / Senior Pinning, Baccalaureate, and​

​Banquet​
​●​ ​May 28: Senior Breakfast / Mandatory Graduation Practice / Last Day of School​
​●​ ​May 29: Graduation – 7:00 PM​

​As always, thank you for your continued support of Ridgway Middle–High School. If you​
​have any questions about upcoming events or academic expectations, please do not​
​hesitate to contact the school office.​

​Sincerely,​
​David Fordoski​
​Principal​
​Ridgway Middle–High School​










